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insurance business if it feels
the insurance industry is not

providing coverage at proper
rates.

The "tort" or fault sys-
tem is virtually eliminated mil

"

VICTORIA-B- .C. is to get a
new and compulsory auto in-

surance scheme providing
basic compensation for all
deaths and personal injuries
caused in road accidents,
regardless of who is to blame.

In addition, the plan will

require all drivers to be cov-

ered by minimum public
liability insurance of $50,000,
which will permit suits for re-

covery of death and injury
damages above and beyond
the basic benefits.

After introducing legislation
Monday proving for the new

scheme, Attorney-Genera- l

Peterson said the government
hopes to put the plan into
effect this summer.

Peterson said he expects
the plan will cut premiums,
possibly as much as 25 per
cent.

The plan places more em-

phasis than existing car in-

surance on compensation for
human injury and less on
benefits for repair of vehicles.
In an apparent effort to pro-
mote safer driving, the legis-
lation also proposes to in-

crease the minimum age for
a driver's licence from 16 to
18 unless the licence applicant
is - a certified graduate from
an authorized driver training
school.

However, Peterson said, the
increased age section of the
legislation will not be brought
into effect until there are
enough authorized training
courses available and he
would not predict when this
might be.

Other highlights of the new
insurance legislation:

The government is em-

powered to enter the auto

President and Mrs. Minister Trudeau at the White House Monday night for state dinner.

Trudeau invites Nixon
to pay visit to Canada

Pays cash benefits

for death, disability

Canadian Press

V. ASHINGTON Prime
Minister Trudeau Monday
niglt invited President a

d Nixon to visit Canada
at lis earliest convenience.

Tiudeau added during an
pxel ange of toasts at a White
Hone dinner, which ended
the first day of the prime
mini iter's two-da- y visit here:

"I can't guarantee there
v. ill be no trouble. I can't
tuar mtee it for myself."

Th ; reference related to a

Nixo.i comment about his ear-

lier days when he visited

manj countries which had
becone trouble spots around
tie w arid.

Tndeau told the white
crowd in the state

dinin; room that he believes
Cana la and the U.S. "are the
kind i f friends who do tell the
truth 'o each other."

He said the truth was told

durinf the high-leve- l talks be
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Richard Nixon greet Prime

tween him, Nixon and U.S.

officials earlier in the day
and that is the way it will be
in the future.

"We know we will always
have the helping hand from
the U.S., he said.

In his talks with Nixon Tru-

deau explored the "rationale"
behind the proposed American
counter-missil- e system called
Safeguard.

That subject, along with a
number of other matters, was
discussed in a pri-

vate session and later in a

larger group the two leaders
joined for another 45 minutes.
The group included External
Affairs Minister Mitchell

Sharp and U.S. State Secre-

tary William Rogers.
Spokesmen emphasized the

discussions were general on

the counter-missil- e system
rather than dealing with any
threat to Canada by the possi-

bility of hydrogen warheads
exploding over Canadian terri-

tory.

present contribution to the
alliance should re-

main unchanged.
Exact wording of the recom-

mendation on NATO was not

divulged.
The committee, which re-

turned Saturday from a two-wee- k

European tour, met in

closed session Monday to ham-
mer out its report to Parlia-

ment, scheduled for tabling
Wednesday.

It was- - a busy day in a

rainy Washington for the

prime minister.

He attended a state depart-
ment lunch tendered by Ro-

gers with a broad mix of po-

litic a 1, diplomatic, govern-
ment, newspaper and other

representatives. There, in a
light-hearte- d reference, h e

pointed up one of his concerns
western Canada crude oil

exports in the future.

Nixon's views on NATO and

his recent European tour, the
Arab-Israe- situation, student
unrest, east-we- relations,
oil and international wheat
price problems all figured in

the discussions.
But most interest centred

on the modified counter-mis-sl- e

system announced by
Nixon on March 14 as a suc-

cessor to the one called Senti- -

Continucd on next page
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The vote on NATO was re-

ported to have been almost
unanimous in the
committee with only two or

three members opposed.
In addition to the NATO

clause, the committee's re-

port is expected to contain
recommendations endorsing
Canadian participation in

peacekeeping operations and
disarmament initiatives and

calling for greater civil de-

fence efforts.

on collision damage to a
vehicle, with the owner being
unable to recover any more
than $250 through small debts
court action from the person
responsible.

Collision insurance is
still permitted but, because
no recovery of damages ab-

ove $250 will be allowed, it
will be costly if in fact, in-

surance companies offer it.

Because the overall pub-

lic liability insurance will be
compulsory, companies sell-

ing it will not be able to

cancel policies.
High-ris- k drivers will pay

higher rates, as at present,
but all rates for all categories
of drivers will be "flat rated"

that is, a driver in one area
of B.C. will pay the same rate
as a driver in his same cate-

gory who .lives in another
area.

Rates will be subject to
control by a government
board, with power to act
against discriminatory rates,
on complaint by individuals
who allege they are being dis-

criminated against.
The compulsion in the

scheme will be enforced under
a provision in the legislation
stating that anyone convicted
of not having insurance is
liable to a fine of not less than
$250 or a jail sentence

Continued on next page
SEE CAR

death of a head of household
to 64 years of age is $5,000;
from age 65 to 69, $3,000; and
70 years and over, $2,000.

For the death of a spouse in
a two-pare- household, the

compensation for the deceas-
ed to 64 is $2,500; 65 to 69,
SI. 500; and 70 years and over,
$1,000.

The head of a household is
defined as the person with the
greater income in the year
preceding the date of death,
regardle'ss of sex.

Where there are two or
more survivors to the head of
household, whether they be
spouse or dependants, the
principle sum payable imme-
diately is increased by $1,000
for each survivor other than
the first. For example, if a
traffic victim leaves a wife
and son, the cash payment
would be at the maximum
rate $5,000, plus $1,000.

In addition, if there are
one or more survivors, there
will be a payment of $50 per
week per dependant other
than the first, for a period of
104 .weeks.

If a person is not killed but

Continued on next page
See $5,000
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Port Moody

Flames

destroy
school

Port Moody Secondary
School burned to the ground
early today despite efforts of
three fire departments.

Firemen from Port Moody,
Coquitlam and New Wes-
tminster fought the blaze for
four hours but couldn't con-

trol the fire and the building
collapsed in flames.

Police tried to keep back
crowds as loud explosions
from laboratory oxygen bot-

tles ripped huge chunks out
of. the burning building.

Cause of the fire which
apparently started in paper
towels in a basement storage
area of the school

was not known.

Students playing basketball
in the gymnasium of the

school on Port
Moody's main street escaped
only minutes before flames
reached that part of the build-

ing early in the fire.
The school was1 built in 1951.

Ike weaker,

losing ground
WASHINGTON (AP) - For-

mer president Dwight Eisen-
hower grew weaker Monday
and lost grourid in his struggle
for life.

The five-sta- r general was
conscious but "requiring con-

tinuous oxygen and other sup-

portive measures," bulletins
issued by Walter Reed Army
Hospital said.

He said he knows personally
of two cases in recent years
of patients being detained "to
vegetate" in Riverview one.
a woman, for 41 months, and
another for a year.

"I sincerely feel there is not
enough protection against
such things now," LeCours
said. "... it is a deplorable
situation."

The patient who was de-

tained in Riverview for 41

months, he said, received no

proper treatment or medica-

tion and came out of the insti-

tution sicker than she went in.

"She might have stayed
there forever if I hadn't in-

terceded," he added, "yet
there was no reason for her

Continued an next page
SEE PREMIER

MP committee recommends

nation retain NATO links

VICTORIA Death benefits
spelled out under the B.C.

government's proposed com-

pulsory auto insurance plan
provide a maximum immedi-
ate cash payment of $5,000
to the survivors of the head
cf household.

If a person is not killed but
totally disabled, then com-

pensation is paid to a maxi- -

More legislature

Pages 2, II, 33

mum of $50 a week to the
head of household.

The compensation rates un-

der the legislation are those
paid without proof of fault.
If negligence is later proved
in a court action, then great-
er damages may be recov-
ered.

The schedule of death ben-

efits provides $500 for a child
of up to four years; a pay-
ment of $1,000 for a child of
five to nine years; $1,500 for
a dependant from 10 to 17

years of age; $1,000 for a de-

pendant between 18 and 69

years; and $500 for a depend-
ant 70 and over.

The compensation for the

Best behavior

PM

keeps
cool

By GEORGE BRIMMELL
Province News Services

WASHINGTON - How's the
PM doing in the big time., ,

Relax ... He's doing just
fine. .

Prime Minister Trudeau
was holding his own in very
fast company Monday.

He was on his best be-

havior, putting forward a very
decorous front and creating
a favorable impression on
every hand.

If anything, his reputation
as a swinging playboy, or as
a mildly eccentric and exciti-

ng character, has suffered on
his trip to Washington as Pre-
sident Nixon's first

guest.
Still, the urge to slide down

a bannister, or cut up in
some fashion, may become
irresistible.

Who can tell?
But on the first day's per-

formance, Canada's dashing
leader, much the object of

respectful admiration, was
the very picture of a proper
minister.

In his public appearances,
at the White House and the
state department, he'd get
straight A's for deportment.

He was confident and cool,
quiet and reserved but
friendly and at ease, and ap-

parently enjoying himself im-

mensely.
He seemed to be impressed

by the honors being accorded
him . . . but not too im-

pressed.
He exuded a quiet confi-

dence and conveyed the im-

pression he knew exactly
what he was about on this
mission: that he was going
into his talks with the presi- -

Continued on next page
See PM COOL

Mars
vapor in the atmosphere of
Mars.

Although the observatory is
6.800 feet above sea level in
desert country, and although
the observing was done on
two unusually dry nights this
month and last, there was
still 20 times more water va-

por in the earth's atmosphere
overhead than in the Mar-
tian atmosphere under obser-
vation.

It was found that air in the
southern skies of Mars con-

tained, on the average,
enough water to cover the
surface to a depth of two
thousandths of an inch. Air
oxer the northern hemisphere
was half as moist

The total humidity of the
Martian atmosphere is now
estimated, from the Texas ob-

servations, to be sufficient to
produce ore cubic mile of
liquid water.

Secret
talks in
Mideast

New York Times
United Press International

- WASHINGTON King Hus-

sein of Jordan and Foreign
Minister Abba Eban of Is-

rael have held at least two
secret meetings in recent
months to try to arrange ele-

ments of a Middle East settle-

ment, according to reliable

sources, but their efforts were
unsuccessful.

These neutral sources dis-

closed that King Hussein was
dissatisfied with the terms
that Israel had offered and
had broken off the meetings
for the sake of Arab solidar-

ity.
He is understood to have in-

sisted from the outset that
any tentative understandings
would have to be made known
through Dr. Gunnar Jarring,
of Sweden, the United Nations
representative for the Middle

East, to ensure that other
Arab governments would be
properly informed. But this
never became necessary.

VERY RISKY
Direct contacts with Israeli

officials are a matter of ex-

treme sensitivity for Arab
leaders, and are considered
especially risky for Hussein.
His grandfather, King Abdul-

lah, was assassinated on July
20, 1951, after similar con-
tacts with Israeli leaders, in-

cluding a meeting with the
present premier, Mrs. Golda
Meir.

Meanwhile Egypt and Is-

rael fought with tank guns
and heavy artillery along a

e front of the Suez
Canal Monday for nearly six
hours. Al Fatah guerrilla
spokesmen said the Israelis
were rushing tens of thous-
ands of troops into the area
for a "major attack."

HEAVY DAMAGES

On the opposite Middle
East ceasefire front, Jordani-
an spokesmen in Amman
reported a machine-gu- n

duel with Israeli forces
near the Sea of Galilee.

Both Egyptian and Israeli
military spokesmen claimed
heavy damages were inflicted
on the other side in the cross-can-

battle that raged from
Qantara in the North to Suez
City in the South. United
Nations observers arranged a
ceasefire after one unsuccess-

ful attempt
In Cairo, Al Fatah Arab

spokesmen said massive Is-

raeli armored and infantry
units have been sighted mov-

ing into the Sinai Peninsula
East of Suez. They said it was
"more-tha- just another exer-
cise and a major (Israeli)
attack against the canal is
imminent."

NEW GOV'T

In Amman King Hussein ac-

cepted the resignation of
Premier Bahjat Ta'.houni and
named Abdel Moneim Rifai to
form a new government.
Rifai. regarded as more of a
moderate on the Middle East

j crisis than his predecessor.

Makes life possible

snots wate on Premier bows to opposition;
drops mental health change

Canadian Press

CTTaWA The Commons
extern. 1 affairs and defence
tommi tee was reported Mon-

day to lave adopted a recom-

mends! .on that Canada main-

tain it., membership in the
North tlantic Treaty Organi-jatu-

A con mittee source said the
vote was in favor of maintain-h- 3

the status quo," apparen-l- y

me; ning that Canada's

Scone
JL

N tk Time

NE Y RK Astronomers
at the Mi Donald Observatory
in luas said Monday they
hatt jbta lied the first "abso-

lutely cot elusive proof that
iter ex sts in the atmos-

phere of 1 are.
Alt ougt the water content

appeirs t be very low. the
bsenatxxis seem to dispose

ic i,ument that the air
f Man is m dry that life

could n exist there.
TV astronomers sa;d the

pKtena'ior.s are consistent
'.! the Ion; arsurd theory of

mi;rat:o of water xapor
fr the Martian pole emers-- r

from winter t& the pole
a1. enter wrcTer. Th;s

we3-:fB- t a tisoscht to ac-

cent for the "wx of dark-e-.- :i

that swi ha e takrn
a ex vStk ef xesefattoo.

T r4 the Mar- -

tai iaidicape be; ns m

JL

spring around the fringes of
the polar cap that is melting.
The darkening moves toward
the Martian equator at about
28 miles a day, as though
spring began in the Arctic
and moved south.

It has been argued that
melting of polar frost adds
enough water vapor to the air
to enable plants to flourish,
although g processes
could also account for this
color change.

The observations were de-

scribed Monday in telephone
interviews with Dr. Harlan
Smith, head of the McDonald

Observatory, operated by the
University of Texas, and by
Dr. Ronald Schoni of the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory, oper-
ated by the California Insti-
tute of Technology in Pasa-
dena. Another member of the
observing team was Dr. Ste-

phen Little of the University
of Texas.

Since the turn of the cen-

tury a number of scientists
have suspected that the white

polar caps of Mars were cov-

ered with dry ice (frozen
carbon dioxide) rather than
frozen water. Smith believes
the new observations show
that "at the least an appre-
ciable amount" of water ice

must be present in the caps.
In the Texas observations

the observatory's re-

flecting telescope channeled

light from Mars into a large
spectrograph which revealed
the relative intensities of the'

light's constituent wave-

lengths. At several hundred

points in the infra-re- portion
of the spectrum there was ab-

sorption at wavelengths char-

acteristic of water vapor.

This indicated that the light

had passed through water
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VICTORIA Premier Ben-

nett withdrew a section of a
proposed government amend-
ment to the Mental Health
Act when it came under
heavy fire Monday from both
sides of the legislature.

The section, described by
the Opposition as a step tak-

ing mental health legislation
back to the dark ages, would
have given the health minis-

ter or anyone designated by
him power to detain indefi-

nitely a patient in a psychia-
tric unit.

Socred backbencher Ernie
LeCours (Richmond) startled
the legislature when he said
there is already insufficient
protection for mental patients
in B.C. and then launched a
sharp attack on Riverview
Provincial Mental HospitaL
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