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Same head, same gun

It is two years ago now since old
union man Bob Strachan began
openly questioning the right of wor-
kers in essential industries to strike,
Of course, the transport minister
wasn't really himself at the time. He
had just surrendered abjectly in the
face of an illegal strike by his ferry
workers, He thought “the people of
this province should realize that we
had a gun to our head.”

Mr. Strachan's head attracts guns,
There's another one there now. Held
by workers at his Insurance Cor-
poration of B.C, this time, And one
must ask whether the minister still
is ‘“reassessing” — the term he
used inthe days of the ferry froubles
— whether workers in essential in-
dustries should be allowed to strike.
Or has he come to a conclusion?

The ICBC strike is a legal strike,
all right — the government's per-
‘missiveness has made it so. But no
less than the ferry walkout it in-
volves workers in a Crown corpora-
tion, vital to the million or so car-
owners in this province, if not to the

Burn, baby

Those firemen probably did the
smart thing by going ahead with
that car arson demonsfration even
though the Autoplan adjusters it was
staged for didn't show up because
of the strike at the Insurance Cor-
poration of B.C,

Despite picket lines, real life goes
on, confusing as it is likely to be for
firemen, motorists, and most of all,
one may imagine, Transport Minis-
ter Bob Strachan,

The problems of Autoplan—multi-
million-dollar deficit, bodymen’s re-
volution, now the office workers’
strike — are such, indeed, that it
would have been symbolic of Mr.
Strachan to have attended the big
burn with a fiddle. Well, bagpipes
would have done.

But the heaps did not go up in
vain. The firemen, at any rate, know
better now how to establish the
:ause of car arson and how to deter-
mine who is responsible. M. Stra-
chan, presiding over a far greater
disaster, just might pick up some
tips.
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secure and orderly conduct of the
provinece itself,

Asking whether ICBC is. an essen-
tial service is a rhetorical question.
The New Democratic government
answered that when it deemed auto-
mobile insurance essential enough
to take over as a state enterprise.
Auto insurance is compulsory and
Autoplan is the only show in town.
To play the present strike by ear, as
the government is attempting to do
apparently while waiting for divine
intervention, is both highly danger-
ous and contemptuous of the public
it deprived of the freedom of choice.

The government has the usual
options, It can starve out the
strikers, if the chaos resulting from
motorists driving in an insurance
limbo permits it, It can cave in to
what its computers tell it are out-
rageously unacceptable demands. It
can eat its shibboleth that every
worker has the right to hold a whole
society at ransom and resort, once
more, {o a legislated return to work
and some form of compulsory bind-
ing arbitration, What a choice. And
what a mess,

The NDP government's adventure
in state insurance hardly needs
news like this — it is something less
than an actuarial showpiece even
when the folks are looking after the
shop, But the issue involved is lar-
ger than ICBC or even of the spec-
tacle of a province-full of motorists
vaguely-protected or unprotected as
fhey go about their essential busi-
ness, Like the government of Pierre
Trudeau, a similar victim of its own
labor law liberality as the dreary re-
run of the postal workers’ shenani-
gans reminds us, the government of
Dave Barrett must face facts.

There are indeed essential servi-
ces where sufferance of traditional
bargaining procedures leading to
strike is suicidal. Prime Minister
Trudeau knows this. He too, in his
inimitable way, has been musing
about reassessment. That neither he
nor Transport Minister Strachan
seems able o reassess his way to
some sort of light at the end of the
tunnel is tough luck on the rest of us.

Permanent built-in legislative
machinery 1o head off essential ser-
vice disruptions — car insurance,
ferries, post offices and so on — is
demanded of both jurisdictions. Re-
assessment has been going on long
enough.
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“Unfortunately contract talks broke down again when | mentioned

i#ll l

the government’s latest offer was in the mail,..”

The Chinese trying a European gambit

So loud is the debate over the col-
lapse of the American presence in
Indochina, il is easy to lose sight of
the fact that this event and its re-
percussions do not constitute the
most important political factor in
Asia today. It is the bitter rivalry
between the two behemoths of Com-
munism, the Soviet Union and
China, that looms large and omin-
ous above all current developments
in the Asian-Pacific region.

In this perspective, the decision by
Peking to confer formal recognition
on the European Economic Com-
munity (EEC) and send an ambas-
sador to that body's headquarters in
Brussels takes on considerable sig-
nificance. Part of the motivation for
this manoeuvre no doubt is econo-
mic: China has important trade re-
lations with EEC countries and the
nine-member Common Markel is
Peking’s largest trading pariner,
after Japan.

But the main reason is clearly
political, aimed at the Soviet Union.
The move was followed in a few
days by a trip to Paris by Chinese
Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping,

third man in the Peking hierarchy
and highest-ranking Chinese Com-
munist official to wvisit Western

Europe.
China, it can be assumed, wants a
strong Western Europe — strong

militarily and economically — as a
counterweight to the Kremlin's
huge military buildup along the
4,600-mile Sino-Soviet frontier. Pek-
ing is trying to torpedo any potential
detente between West Europeans
and the Russians.
; The magnitude of the Sino-Soviet
nuclear-backed confrontation is not
generally grasped in the West. A
British military magazine, The
Army Quarterly, some months ago
estimated there were almost two
million troops involved, perhaps 140
Chinese divisions facing 60 Soviet
and Mongolian divisions supported
by tactical nuclear missile units.
Mr., Teng's trip to Paris and re-
cognition of the EEC were accom-
panied by a spate of articles in
Peking publications warning of the
continuing danger to Western Europe
from the Soviet Union's growing
military might, Peking apparently

Time to start grasping at harebrained cures

WASHINGTON — Here is an urgent
message for the nation's economic policy-
makers: the time has come to start
grasping at harebrained ideas,

President Ford and o growing number
of experts, both in ahd out of polities, all
tell ‘us persuasively thal the economy Is
entering, or may be about o enter, a re-
covery. Bul what does that really mean?

Even two years from now, the pre-
vailing projections indicate that eight per
cent of the labor foree could still be out of
wark, and inflation would probably remain
well above five per cent — too much for
distressed households, and too much to
sustain the investment and savings needed
to assure a stable supply of new johs.

Something fundamental has gone wrong
with the way we handle our economy,

Ingtead of being able fo avoid excessive
inflation by accepting excessive unemploy-
ment, or vice verss, we now are stuck
with too much of both. And the unhappy
economic predictions confirm that even
the best {axing-and-spending programs
and the finest monetary and credit policies
won't solve the muddlé in which we find
purselves. Ordinary answers just won't do.
* True, the mainstream of political eco-
nomics offers a few allernative sugges-
tions. Some would haye the nation try
wage and price controls again; they would
fall again. Others, Including prominent
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legislators like Senator Hubert H. Hum-
phrey (D—Minn.) and Representative
Henry 8. Reuss (D—Wis.). call for central
economic planning or government alloca-
tion of credit to achieve national goals; of
course, the federal policy-makers who got
us into our current mess would be respon-
sible for all the planning and alloeation.
Beyond this, even the best central deci-
ison-maker cannot orchestrale a modern
economy’s millions of moving parls —
only the market can.

Many sound economisls now warn us
that the coming “recovery” could lead to
another, deeper depression before inflation
is knocked down enough to permit any
lasting prosperity. In that event, a 1960s
depression could trigger tremendous popu-
lar pressure lo junk the whole free-
enterprise system. Maybe we can avoid
that threat if we do some tinkering now.

So it is time for Congress and the presi-
dent to listen to the fringes and take up
less-popular proposals — ideas that sound
unworkable, or excessive, or even a liltle
nutty. They just might contain the germ of
a solution. They need a hearing.

Here are a few:

—Abolish the corporate income tax.

—Sel up a massive, permanent govern-
mient public-jobs program.

—Save money and humiliation by dis-
mantling the welfare, public-housing and

Her dress defies gravity

CENTERVILLE, Ohio — 1 go lo lhe
movies and walch television to be enter-
tained, nol to sit there and fall apart.

Sitting through the Towering Inferno the
other night, I found myself slouching In
my seat, my legs hopelessly entangled and
locked with one another, beads of sweat
gathering on my forshead, Unable fo stand

“looking at the screen, 1 buried my head in
my husband's sweater.

Finally, I opened one eye and whispered
to him, “Is it over? Has Faye Dunaway
fallen out of her dress yet?"

There is something about a dress slit to
the waist supported only by gravity and
good posture thal makes me tense, When
Rita Moreno ran fo the ‘podium for her
Tony in her divided to the waist halter, I
nearly fainted. And when Adrienne Rar-
beau slouches on lo the Carson show, 1 in-
stinctively throw my body across the
screen when (here is no one In the room
but the dog.

I puess it all goes back to my inid-
Victorian upbringing where we were
taught, “\What good is a dress if you can’t
play the violin in it.”

In shopping for & lopg dress the other

week, however, | couldn't resist taking a
haller dress to the fitting room with me,

“What holds it up?” I asked the sales-
person.

“Gravily and prayer . . . not necessarily
in that order,”

*“I see. The earth revolves and draws all
the bodies in ils sphere toward the centre
of the earth at the rate of 32 feet per sec-
ond and the dress stays up.”

“That's easy [or you to say,” she sald.
“Personally, I'm holding out for prayer."

“What do you think?" T asked, standing
erect, not daring Lo breathe.

“I think the dress should sue you for
non-support.”

“Maybe 1 should go back tb the keyhole
neckline," T obhserved.

“I personally think you should seal off
the entire chest,” she said.

“Look, if Faye Dunaway can lagt
through a cocktall party, a major fire, 35
explosions, smoke, waler and a ride on a
see-through elevator with a broken cable,
I can handle this dress.”

“I'll throw in an asbestos bra.' she said
tiredly

food-stamp systems and establishing a
negative income tax.

—Break up the biggest companies,
unions and farm co-operatives to foster
more competition,

—Put the dollar back on a fixed gold
standard and do away with “floating’* ex-
change rates. That way, government will
have to squirm publicly whenever its poli-
cies trigger more inflation and require an-
other devaluation.

Each proposal is riddled with problems;
teken together, they could turn the econo-
my upside down. But, as the glum eco-
nomic outlook comes clearer to the eye, it
should dawn on us all that new answers
are needed.

Take public employment programs, for
example. We tend to use them when the
economy turns sour, as a way of sup-
porting those who bear recession's worst
impact. They masquerade as “training,”
and they are billed as mere way-stations
for the weary until the crisis blows over.

But public jobs could be permanent, too,
serving just as well in boom times, If
nothing else, they could sop up some of
the residual job seekers who always seem
to suffer most — and whose plight gums
up policy in Washington.

Unemployment figures are grossly mis-
leading and provide a terrible guide for
policy, but all the same they set the tone
in Washington. Whenever joblessness gels
down to five per cent and lingers there
stubbornly, the political pressure mounts to
push the rate down further.

So Congress spends more money on
schools, armor and monuments in hope
that the nation’s added wealth will “trick-
le down™ to the two to three million Amer-
icans who are chronically unemployed. It
doesn’l trickle much, of course, and yet
the effort spawns more inflation for every-
one,

Public jobs might work a lot better, The
staggering amount of money required
would go directly to the intended recipi-
ents. A University of Maryland professor,
Melville J. Ulmer, estimates that three
million workers could be hired atl a net
cost — after subtracting money saved an
welfare, unemployment pay and the like
— of $20 billion a year. These warkers
might build subways, patrol sireets, care
for the elderly, run child - care centres,
plant frees, All these are useful endeavors,
and some are badly needed. The program,
if designed with the most extreme care,
could also reduce political temptations (o
fight unemployment by fanning inflation.
The idea certainly rates thinking about,

So does abolishing the corporate income
lax, o decepiive creature and an object of
definite if often ill - informed opinions.
The iden of taxing all kinds of profits
seems righteous; but it encourages waste
and obstructs the formation of new capital
needed lo create jobs.

]

How can we foster the healthy competi-
tion needed to protect both consumers
and, in the long term, workers, too? How
can the chronically unemployed and the
chronically poor be helped and maobilized
without starting a catastrophic inflation?
How can fax laws be drawn to marshal
the profits, investments and savings need-
ed to keep the economy efficient — keep it
alive — without windfalls and rip-offs?

New schemes are not readily embraced
by government unless they have an ob-
vious popular appeal. Economics obvious-
ly lacks that appeal most of the time, and
so politicians find it far safer to call once
again for cheaper interest rates, or for
more or less spending, than to press for
tatally unfamiliar or seemingly radical so-
lutions. But then our plight is pretty unfa-
miliar, too.
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wants o see a reinforced NATO and
a continued U.S. military commit-
ment to the defence of Western
Europe,

This causes some odd convolutions
in Peking attitudes, There was
gloating over the American with-
drawal from Indochina; now dis-
cernible is a touch of apprehension
that the Vietnam debacle might
foment a spirit of isolationism lead-
ing to cuts in U8, forces in Europe.

When in Paris, Mr. Teng — repre-
sentative of the most anti-capitalist
of governments — sounded like a
fervent advocate of that very bour-
geois bund, the European Common
Market. This indicates that Peking
sees in the EEC, with its many
links to the developing countries, a
useful ally for the Third World in
facing the superpowers, the U.S. and
the Soviet Union. Opposition to the
“world hegemony of the super-
powers” is curreéntly a prominent
tenet of maoist foreign policy.

Improbable as it sounds, Peking
seems to be angling for an align-
ment of China, the Third World and
Western Europe.

.
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. wants central planning

Come in,
Dr. Faustus

How practical of those two Quebec
separatist winners of the Governor-
General's literary awards.

Rejecting the honor, we mean, but
accepting the money,

Take that, Jules Leger, symbol of
royal oppression,

Obviously this 15 something that
every revolutionary should know —
where to draw the distinction he-
tween what gifts can and cannot be
accepted from the hated man in the
jackboot. Too much — the ribbon
in the buttonhole, the ke y to the
Buckingham Palace washroom —
and the principle of revolution
could be compromised.

But impersonal cash? Well, why

not? Even the dirtiest of money can

be laundered by a stirring declara-
tion of independence on the awards
platform, a satisfyingly boorish dis-
play of ingratitude, Can't it? Come
in, Dr. Faustus, ,

Revolutionaries — think about it.
There must be some reason that
Ottawa's grants-givers and awards
boards so avidly pursue avowed
enemies of the state with open pur-
ses. No governmment can be dumb
enough to subsidize its own destruc-
tion. _

So what motivates this generosity?
How come a domestic aid program
in the serubbed-up cellar bomb fac-
tories? Why is there no escape from
the merciless federal moneybags
even for the terrorist once-removed?
Merit can't be the only answer. Re-
volutionaries are good. But not that
good.

So there's got to be a motive some-
where, A catch. A bribe. A subtle
subversion, How befler to turn a
revolutionary into a pussy-cat like
the rest of us than by getting his
hand accustomed to the great Cana-
dian cookie jar? Show us a revolu-
tionary with his work ethics eroded
and we'll show you some dancing
Mounties.

The thing is, Canadians, who are
nothing if not fair, surely would not
want fo see advantage taken of a
bunch of naive and unsuspecting
revolutionaries.

A word of warning, then, Even in
this day of the bhroken contract,
crossing one's fingers isn’t neces-
garily protection enough when sell-
ing one's soul fo the devil, Appear-
ance to the contrary, maybe this
one could find his tail with' both
hands if he really tried.

YEARS AGO

These ertracts are from The Sun and
its predecessor, the News-Advertiser, on
this dale in 1000, 1525, 1950 and 1065.

75 Years Ago — A raport from London
said electric cars were so popular that
manufaciurers could not keep abreast of
orders for them,

50 Years Ago — In Coalglen, North
Carolina, 52 miners died in an undarground
explosion at the Caroling Coal Company
mine,

25 Years Ago — New Westminster police
killed & pack of 14 dogs wilh sholguns atter
racelving complaints that the animals were
attacking people.

10 Years Ago — A Sikorsky Helicopter
owned by Okanagan Helicopters Lid. stop-
ped at Iceland for refusling while making
the first commercial helicopter {light across
tha Allantic. Pilot was Thomas Scheer and
co-pllot, Russ Lennox.

Add plants and insects to endangered list

LOS ANGELES — The disappearance of
life forms, once limited to higher animals
such' as birds and mammals, now appears
to be spreading rapidly through the vast
numbers of plant and insect species.

While the study of endangered species
among lower creatures is at a rudimenta-
ry. stage, one recent survey by a team of
Smithsonian Ingtitution botanists listed
more than 2,000 native American planis
whose existence is now (hreatened.

Among the plants named in the study
were many cacti of the southwestern des-
erts, wildflowers of the Rocky Mountain
region and most of the carnivorous plants
still growing in this country, including the
Venus Flytrap and the Cobra pitcher plaat
of Oregon.

“Few people are aware of the urgent
need for preventing indiscriminate de-
struction of the vegetation of this coun-
try,” the repurt said, and estimated that
10 per cent of the plant life in the United
States is presently threatened or endan-
gered with extinction,

A comparable study of the insect world,
proposed several years ago by the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of Nature,
wag abandoned when the burgeoning lists
of threatened species outstripped the re-
cording capacily of the study team.

Nonetheless, the TUCN study reinforced
suspicions long held by some entomolo-
gists that many.insects requiring special-
lzed environments will soon join the pere.
grine falcon and the blue whale as
creatures facing extinetion from their in-
crensing contact with man.

The threat to such smaller creatures,
while building for several decades, is only
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now beginning to receive serious attention
from the scientific community. The lack of
concern @pparently was based on the pop-
ular misconception — shared by many
binlogists — that insects were virtually in-
vulnerable to exiinction because of their
adaptive qualities.

“Mosquitos and cockroaches may have
adapted very well fo man, but otlers have
not,” said Dr. Paul Opler, an entomold-
gist. “Many other insects, and these in-
clude some of the most attractive and use-
ful, cannot adapt. When man sufficiently
disturbs their environment, they disap-
pear."”

Dr. Opler, who was recently appointed
to direct the new entomologleal section of
the Interior Depariment’s office of endan-
gered species, has proposed a list of 41
butterflies to be included In the govern:
ment's official register of endangered or
threatened species.

Twenty-three of the butierflies on the
proposed list are native to California. “In
California you have a classic case of a
large human population running up
against a wide diversily of insects. Some-
thing has to give, and so far it's the in-
sects,” said Dr, Opler,

Though the deprivation of habitat is by
far the largest cause of the disappearance
of plants and insects, over-zealous collec.
tors have also been accused of accelerat-
ing the process.

Throughout the southwestern deseris,
several unusual lypes of cacti have been
plundered by commercial eollectors and
rendered virtually extinet.

In the Pacific Northwest and southwest-
ern seclions of (he country, carnivorous
A

plants have been similarly hunted by col-
lectors for sale in the burgeoning house
plant markel,

“They're being dug up by the truckload,”
said Dr. Robert De Filipps, a botanist in
the Smithsonian Institution's endangered
species office. “If the collectors: aren't
stopped, 1'm afraid the only Venus Fly
traps we have left will be in somebody’s
fiving room.”

Thus far, however, there has been little
public outery over the declining variety of
plants and insects, a sifuation that both
mystifies and frustrates those who have
taken up their cause.
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