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(viewpoint) Mayor HitsWet Blanket Damps
Pollen's Panache

New Trail?
WEEK IN

)CO CITY HALL
- & t clement chappie

By PAUL MOSS

Times .Staff

When is a regionalist not a regionalist?
When he's Mayor Hugh Curtis of Saanich, it
seems. Despite the fact that he's chairman of
the Capital Regional District, formed to ad-

minister services on a regional rather than
piecemeal municipal basis, Curtis has sud-

denly shifted ground, coming out in favor of
one move towards decentralization.

That, at least, would be the result of the
proposal last week by Saanich Mayor Hugh
Curtis, that the municipality's court proceed-
ings be removed from central Provincial
Court in Victoria and be heard in the

Saanich courtroom.

for one of the largest overtime bills in the
department.

Peterson pointed out that when his men
are waiting around for their case to be called
in Victoria that's totally unproductive time.
If the men were waiting in Saanich they
could be occupied with other duties and tasks
in the police station.

Under the g formula for the use
of the central magistrate's court, Victoria
pays 50 per cent. Saanich 22 per cent. Oak
Bay and Esquimau 9 per cent each, and the
provincial government (in respect of the
electoral areas) 10 per cent.

The Saanich share budgeted for 1971 came
to $5!i,170, which Curtis admits isn't a "sig-
nificant" amount. It's the other aspects,
Curtis insists, that put an unnecessary bur-
den on the Saanich taxpayer.

So far, however, lie hasn't quoted any fig-
ures, and Police "Chief Peterson was no more
explicit when approached for comment last
week.

Curtis admits it will require a lot of dig-

ging "to determine the extent to which the
Saanich police force is hampered and bears
more expense than it needs to as a result of
the central system."

message was stiff enough: the
city has absolutely no power,
under the Canadian constitu-
tion, to make or enforce any
of its own iaus concerning
use of the Barnard estate.

This dictum, said Car-r-ut

hers, is solidly placed in
the British North America
Act, and that's that, Sections
91 and 91A clearly spell out
that federal properties cannot
be touched by other levels of

government.

Mayor Peter Pollen,
an incurable advocate of
other peoples' Ideas,
passed along a gobbet of

philosophy early last
week, from a 1965 issue
of the Harvard Business
Review.

The article, entitled Is ttie

Corporation Above the Law?,
included the following:

', , . the dignity of man
must not he thought to fluctu-

ate with the business cycle.

"Nothing forbids that issue
In i society which confuses its
fact with its covenant. The

presiding peril of the free en-

terprise system is the com-

mon peril of all free institu-

tions namely, the forget-fulne- s

of men who treat the
mechanics of the social

process as their release from
social obligation."

Having only been a few
minutes in the mayor's office,
one couldn't be certain what
prompted Pollen to toss out
this particular thought. Was it

part of the frustration felt
from the wet blanket of bu-

reaucracy that must be one of
the early shocks of civic
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the land for its best use, and
popped its deal to sell to Wa-

rn o n d Developments for
$70,0(10 more than the

market value, in itself
an inflationary influence.

Here is where the real arro-

gance lies: Constitutional su-

periority is coolly invoked to
crush the city's attempt to ad-

minister a crucial jurisdiction
because there is, snoots Ot-

tawa, no zoning in existence
on that land when the Crown
owns it.

But what is the basis of the
l.'.ili.OOO price tag if it is not
that zoning, the key to Dia-

mond Developments' will-

ingness to invest?

The entire deal, in fact, is

possible because the city
exists all around that piece of
land.

a

The suggeslion was perhaps all the more
surprising because it represents, in fact, a
decision to turn the clock back six years.

In 1965, just three years after Saanich had
built its own new $50,000 courtroom in its
police-fir- e headquarters on Vernon, the B.C.

Supreme Court ruled that Saanich cases
must be heard in central Provincial CouH.

The municipality's vocal and vehement
opisition to the move was Jed by Curtis,
then Saanich reeve.

Now, un the heels of his latest pronounce-
ment, Curtis says: "On paper, one central
court serving a relatively small community
such as dealer Victoria seems to make a
great deal of sense, but in practice it's incon-

venient."
These days, comments like that provoke

swift response.
This was no exception.
An early, coolly disapproving response

from Attorney-Genera- l Leslie Peterson said
there's far too much "parochialism" already
among local elected officials.

LU

In one sense, at least, it s not valid to ac-

cuse Curtis of parochialism. He did suggest
that the Saanich court might
also serve outlying areas such as Oil wood
and Langford.

There's no doubt, either, that residents of
those areas and Saanich itself would prefer
to attend court at Saanich than in downtown

Victoria, with all the (alters traffic and
parking problems.

Equally, no one call deny that a Saanich
court would take considerable pressure off
central court, where Judge William Ostler
said recently the backlog of trials has grown
so large that "it. has almost reached the
stage where we need an additional court-
room, an additional judge."

But many will argue that if another couit
is needed, it should logically be provided
within the central structure already operat- -

ing, rather than on its outer edges.
And if the resulting use of manpower and

equipment is as costly and inefficient as
Curtis claims, surely that is yet another ar-

gument in favor of amalgamating not only
police but other public services?

On one prediction, Curtis is absolutely
right. It's not going to be easy convincing the
decision-maker- s in the attorney-general'- s

Carruthers's quiet presenta-
tion represented one of the
most openly arrogant and
misplaced intrusions by the
federal authority that the city
has seen for some time
abuse of society's mecha-
nisms to carry out and justify
a faulty policy.

The policy is that of Crown
Assets Disposal Corporation,
a federal agency, which as-

sumes that its function of get-

ting high prices for federal
surplus goods is sufficient
reason to ignore the legiti-
mate at least morally legit-
imate responsibility of a

municipality.

How could the name on a

land title diminish best land
use factors?

To justify Crown Asseis Dis-lo-

policy, you must believe
that the maximum dollar
value in a land trade consti-
tutes the highest good. Any-
one could see this coming as
Crown Assets Disposal pre-

pared during the last month
to stop the city from reioning

The existence of zoning and
other land use controls are
also the reason the federal
government was able to par-

lay the land from $52,000 in
law to $25:1,000 m 1970.

The city can hope that Car-
ruthers went too far in bring-
ing out the constitution, which
in this case is embarrassingly
clumsy, and that a more con-

sidered decision will material-
ize from Ottawa.

But can the city and the cit-

izens also hope that tiie in-

cident will do something to-

wards curing the forget-fulne- ss

of men who treat the
mechanics of the social
process as their release from
the social obligation?

When Curtis raised the subject at coun-

cil's inaugural meeting, he had many
charges to make about the present "intolera-
ble" situation prevailing at the case-jamm-

central court.
But his main complaints seemed to lie die

heavy manKwer expenditure involved, and
the cost and inconvenience of transporting
men and documents back and forth between
Saanich and Victoria.

He said later it's not uncommon for a
Saanich policeman to "blow a whole shift"
on a single court appearance.

Saanich Police Chief Bob Peterson con-

firmed this, adding that court time accounts

lie may have anticipated
Hie horrible momentum of
"the mechanics of the social
process" that put in a gro-

tesque appearance later in the
week when the federal gov-
ernment sent along one of its
voices to oppose the city at its
public hearing Thursday on
the rezoning of the Barnard
waterfront estate.

Tlie voice, belonging to one
George Carruthers, a lawyer
in the Vancouver office of the
federal Justice department,
seemed either meek or un-

commonly deferential, but the

KAANICJI Mayor Hugh Curtis spoke out recently
on Victoria's crowded court schedules and resu-

ltant delays. He also said he'd like to see Saanich's
old courtroom back in action, a wish (hat seems

perhaps at variance with the goals of the Capital
Regional Board. Curtis is chairman of the board. Is
the mayor switching his tracks?
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Plain Bill and the Dazzle Array FIGURES CONFUSE

AUTO INSURANCE
1 JsJI PRESS
v fin GALLERY
AJCrii bruce yomen

cut them, the ball will bounce
into the government's court to
see what can be done to keep
them down.

TIIE PROVINCE

An Editorial

whether they're unwilling
participants in a shell game.

The board's decision may
well be only a new start to the
old controversy over auto in-

surance rates. If rales go up
despite the board's effort to

The clearest conclusion that
appears to have emerged
from the B.C. Automobile In-

surance Board's hearing on

Wednesday is that the cost

situation is complicated.

The board says the industry
is charging too much for the

compulsory lt coverage
and the premium should be

NO MONEY
TIM. MARCH r
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mium costs continues into the

future, and if insurance com-

panies can't present more de-

tailed, convincing figures to

prove why they shouldn't re-

duce premiums, then the B.C.
Automobile Insurance Board
will have to lie taken a lot
more seriously by the in-

dustry than it deserves to be
taken right now.

But it may be asking too

much of the PLC members to

carry out this potentially on-

erous new duty. It would also
be asking too much of both

Straight and Cantell to carry
all the load for this board.

But the ultimate decisions
won't be made by the board.

Perhaps the insurance men
are convinced Premier Ben-

nett would, never do anything
so rash as to put the govern-
ment into the insurance busi-

ness.
They may be right, al-

though with a pragmatic (ioh-tici-

like Bennett it's hard to
be sure what he would do if
an increasingly angry motor-

ing public threatened to put
the premier out of tiie govern-
ment business.

why the insurers ran remain
happy while losing on un-

derwriting.
That revenue isn't used to

reduce premiums and is
therefore of no direct benefit
to motorists in
companies.

Board member Wicks did
show a lot of interest in the
investment income of car in-

surance companies, but he
and the entire board were
held off with the industry'
solier announcement that two

committee are
studying the whole question of

how investment income
should relate to premiums.

Straight said at one ixiint
that the board had only madp
a "beginning" on applying in-

vestment income to premiums
the 14 rale it has asked

for insurance includes
a two per rent reduction for
investment income.

But even if the reduction
was doubled to four per cent
of premiums, it wouldn't
make the kind of difference in

car insurance rates that many
ni.,t oris u are looking for.

If the recent piral of pre
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The Annual General Meetii of tiie d

Branch of the Canadian Red Cross Society will lie held
in the J. Keith Wilson Memorial Addition to lied Cross
House, UHh fort Street. , B.C.. on Wednesday,
January libih, 1972 at :00 P.M.

cut by $6 to 8.

Tlie industry says an un-

known number of accident
victims is not claiming the lt

benefits but is recover-

ing costs from tlie third-part- y

coverage of the motorist re-

sponsible. Victim should be

forced to claim the maximum
lt benefits before going

to court for any more, it

argues.

If the industry-i- s forced by
a board order to reduce

rales and claims pres-

sure remains on third party
coverage, presumably third

party rales will go up.

The board ha reserved its
decision but can it really go
back on its original assess-

ment? If third party rates go

up while lt rates go
down, the public may wonder
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1. Heading of tlie Minutes of last General Meeting.
2. Jio.-iiie.--s arising out of Minutes, of last Meeting.
U. Presentation of Reports lor the year 1'J71.
4. P.lechon of Olhcers for the year W2.
5. New Business.

All niemliers of the Branch in giod standing at the
end of the year ia71 n.e. those who contributed at
least one dollar to tiie funds of the during tiie
previous yean are entitled to attend the Annual Meet-

ing and are earnestly requested to be present.

Ruling Is Made
In Hughes' Saga

It was hard to say who
looked more out of place last
Wednesday at the first hear-

ing of the B.C. Automobile In-

surance Board NDP's Bill
Hartley or the majority of the
board itself.

Hartley if the NDP Insur-
ance critic who often enrages
the Social Credit government
with his halting, shambling
style of attack in legislative
d bates.

He is totally dedicated
campaigner for government
car insurance. What he lacks
in finesse he makes up in sin-

cerity and he knows he has
a real issue with which to nee-

dle the government.

Amid a dazzling array of
smooth-talkin- g insurance ex-

ecutives from Eastern Cana-

da, Hartley was certainly an
oddity both in style end atti-

tude at the hearing.
But because Hartley knows

quite a lot about the insur-
ance business, he probably
was less out of his element
than the three rt

members of the insurance
board.

The three. remarkable
mainly for their lack of pene-

trating questions, were board
hairman 1. F. K. English,

end members Lyle Wicks end
t S. McKinnon. This trio
comprises majority of the
board

(Yes. you've guessed it,
they ere indeed the Public
Utilities Commission in dis-

guise. It's an economical way
to set up new board )

English, Wicks and McKin-

non had every right to be cau-

tious about bonr.g in on any
of the insurance men, wtio

rsme armed with enough sta-

tistics to abort circuit com-

puter.

It was up to Byron Straight,
n independent actuary who

is the only non gov eminent
employee on the board, to

point out the shortcoming of
the statistics.

They were often Incomplete.
The insurance men's figures
didn't tell enough about what
is actually happening to ear
insurance in BC, as opposed
to what, insurance companies,
working on national average,
think is happening here.

In hort, the insurance men
failed to prove their case that
B.C. automobile insurers ere
losing barrels of money end
theref-ir- e shouldn't be asked
to reduce the premiums
charged for lt accident

m,wanc.
Despite this important fail-W- i,

the executives somehow
Vxiied tntforUt,i at ir
hcarirsr. Almost t eomfort-stJ- e.

They iint Wk worried
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Nominations for the appointment of Officers snd Mem-

bers of the Branch Eecuiive Ganmiitee may be made
by any member in good standing and must be suomiited
in writing, duly proposed and seconded and with the
consent ik the nominee, to toe Secretary not le.--s than
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unpublished "autobiography"
of Huglies which he says is
based on tajied interviews
with the mysterious billion-
aire.

Eaton, the sixth husband of

movie actress Lana Turner,
savs his book on Huglies
My Life and Opinions
whii h tlie Journal is excerpt-
ing, is based on "intimate
lrsonal interviews" with

Hugiies over a 13 year rifd.
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NEW YORK L'PI - A

company claiming to have ex-

clusive rights to Howard
Hughes' autobiography won a
temrary court order Friday
blocking pobhcati'tn of ex-

cerpts of a Hughes' biography
in tlie February issue of the
Ladies Home Journal.

Kosemont Enterprises Inc.,
which says Hughes grunted it
"exclusive rights" to bis ;y

in exchange for $10

in won a preliminary
turn against four defend-

ants.
The injunction was issued

by Manhattan supreme court
justice Samuel M. (joid, who
aio ordered a show cause
hearing for Monday for tlie
defendant author Robert P.
Eaton, the Journal, Downe

Publishing Inc., and
Books, Inc. to

show why a permanent in-

junction should not be issued.
Ladies Home Journal editor

Join Mack Carter said tlie
magazine would go into court
today in an attempt to have
the restraining order an-

nulled.
Thursday Rosemont also

won a show aoe order
against McGraw-Hil- l. Time-Lif- e

Inc., autljor Clifford Irv-ir- g

and BeJ PuUisJar.g Co.

Iring ha wrie an a--
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adult evening classes
COMMENCE

the week of JAN. 17th
KEGISTfLlTIONS WILL UE ACCKI'ILI)

AT THE SCHOOL ON THE EVENING THE
( LASS OPENS IF SPACE IS AVAILAI5LK
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TEST DRIVE
A

CHEVY

VEGA

"Is tliat ti pig tJiat laid the

golden egg?" Cantell asked,
breaking the quizzical ailenca
that he maintained during
most of the hearing.

But Hartley didn t raise any
chuckles when be wondered
why tiie car insurance in-

dustry, complaining so vehe-

mently about million of
Un in underwriting kse,
still resists the tmpatiiii to
tum the businesa over to the

g'wernmect.
Hartley suggested an an-w- r;

revenue generated by
investment of premiums pad
in edtave and delayed claim
pa (rents are tww reason

enough about what the provin-
cial government might do ea
rising insurance rates.

They snickered a little too
mijrh at the somewhat rude,
condescending treatment
gives to Hartley.

Tljejr laughed, but not near-

ly nervously enough, when
Torn Cantell, superintendent
of insurance f f B C and tiie

f.ith board member, came up
with the best line of the U.

An insurance executive

nmpart4 the vA .ry'
lent with a man trying to get
more pork out of a Rg than
tic aruma! had ia the first
iriace.
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