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FROM THE HUSTINGS

Scott Wallace Major Oak Bay Issue
By UMAX BUTTERS

Times Staff

Within the immaculately-trimme- d

confines of the Oak
Bay riding, there is one issue
which stands above all the
others in this election cam-

paign.
It stands about 5'9" tall,

wears small-- c conservative
clothes and speaks with a dis-

tinctive Scottish accent.
Its name is G. Scott Wa-

llace.
As much as Wallace's oppo-

nents hate to admit it, he is
the prime factor. Without him
in the race, the riding would
likely revert to the traditional
Liberal-Soci- al Credit confron-
tation which saw a succession
of Uberal candidates win
over the Socred challengers.

But with Wallace in the
thick of things, the form
charts can be set aside, at
least temporarily.

-

In 19! 9, Wallace, running
under the Social Credit ban-

ner, dropped a bombshell on
provincial election-watche- rs

by dumping barely-seate- d in-

cumbent Allan Cox. When the
smoke had cleared, Wallace
had run up an overwhelming

is going after Wallace with a
vengeance.

McDiarmid doesn't mind
admitting that the primary
reason he is running this
time, and the reason that
former South Peace River
Socred MLA Don Phillips has

the political arena,
is because Wallace and South
Peace MLA Don Marshall
both quit the Socreds to join
the Tories.

McDiarmid calls Wallace a
"Trojan horse", ("he was
elected under false colors,")
and says, "I want to see him
get his come-uppance- ."

The Socred's somewhat un-

conventional newspaper ad-

vertising campaign has been

strongly slanted against Wa-

llace's performance in an at-

tempt to galvanize the
vote and strengthen

the basic Social Credit party
supiort.

Liberal candidate Mel Cou-veli- er

is a slightly more con-

ventional opponent of Wal-

lace.
Although he laljels Wallace

a "carpetbagger" for having

way of doing things and will
vote for him this time.

Wallace himself feels that
his actions since the 1969 elec-

tion are merely an embodi-
ment of his "fundamental pol-

icy to stand up and be
counted."

He feels there will be reper
cussions among this electorate
but that these "will not be
sufficient to defeat me."

Asked about the
support for Liberal can-

didates in Oak Bay, Wallace
said it is possible that there
will be a return to past voting
patterns, but added that he
has encountered sufficient dis-

enchantment with the federal
Liberal party to keep him
from losing too much sleep
over Couvelier's candidacy.

McDiarmid says that he too
has run into a general feeling
of discontentment with the
f e d e ral Liberal government
and, like Wallace, is predict-
ing a close three-wa- y fight for
the seat. The NDP candidate,

UVic student Gor-

don Neuls, is not considered
much of a factor.

Wallace agrees, that Wallace
is bound to lose a number of
votes which went his way in
1969 because he was a Social
Credit candidate. "He
couldn't have expected to take
them all in a carpet bag
across the floor with him,"
Couvelier says.

But two additional factors
are expected to work as
counter-balanc- to this possi-
ble loss of Wallace support.

One of them is the bloc of
votes that is likely to fall into
Wallace's lap because he is
now a Progressive Conserva-
tive. The last Tory candidate
in Oak Bay, lawyer Hugh
Henderson in 1963, polled 17

per cent of the vote, by no
means disgraceful in a te

race.
The other factor is the un-

determined number of voters
who did not support Wallace
in the last election because he
was a Socred.

Some people who say they
used to vote Liberal and
some people who say they
would normally vote NDP
admit a liking for Wallace's

total of 52 per cent of the vote
to Cox's 36 per cent.

The margin of victory was
attributed to Wallace's appeal
to Oak Bay voters as an indi-

vidual, as a man who would
do what he felt was necessary
to properly represent his con-

stituents.
After two uncomfortable

sessions as a Socred back-

bencher, Wallace did what he
felt was necessary he bolt-

ed the Socred ranks and sat
as an independent before join-

ing up with the rejuvenated
Progressive Conservative ef-

fort led by Derril Warren.
And in the opinion of the

three leading candidates for
the Aug. 30 election, that is as
far as the issue needs to be
explained.
' Wallace stands by his ac-

tions and is waiting for his
two principal opponents to
come and do something about
it.

Social Credit candidate
Howie McDiarmid is one who
did something about it he
abandoned his original plan to
retire from politics after six
years as MLA for Albemi and

McDiarmid is confident that
there are enough staunch
Socred voters in the riding to
carry him in.

Almost a side-issu- e in the
race is the exuberance with
which McDiarmid is cam-

paigning.
His blunt newspaper ads

and loud, festooned campaign
trailer have raised more than
one eyebrow in the quiet, resi-
dential riding.

"Sure, we may offend some
of the staid Oak Bay people
who think it's all huck-sterism- ,"

he said. "But with
me, what you see is what you
get."

Couvelier bases his election
hopes on the strength of a res-
tructured Liberal party and
his long and ardent personal
campaign in the riding.

And so the battle is shaped.
Wallace, whose supporters
call him an individual and
whose opponents call him a
loner, leads the pack into the
home stretch.

The betting says it will be
close but it remains to be
seen if a "Trojan horse" of a
different color can win.

deserted the party with which
he was elected, Couvelier is
more willing to fall back on
the history of the riding as a
Liberal bastion to justify his
own predictions of personal
success.

"If 1 can hold on to the
hard-cor- e Liberal vote in this
riding, I'm a natural winner,"
he says.

Figures from past elections
point out the strong Liberal
supiort shown by Oak Bay
voters.

From Alan Macfarlane's
1963 and 1966 victories over
Charles Ennals to Cox's 1968

byelection defeat of Peter Pol-

len, the Liberals' percentage
of the vote rose from 42 to 54
to 60 per cent.

But Wallace's 1969 triumph
threw tradition out the win-

dow and his highly individu-
alistic actions since that time
can only add to the confusion.

In predicting first-plac- e

finishes for themselves, both

Couvelier and McDiarmid ap-

pear to have underestimated
the widespread personal at-

traction throughout the riding
of Scott Wallace the man.

Many of the people you
speak to say Wallace is
enough of an individual to
make traditional party lines a
secondary factor in this elec-

tion.

They say Oak Bay has for a
long time been voting for the
man rather than the party
and that men like Alan Mac-farlan- e,

now a judge, and
former mayor Cox would
probably have been elected no
matter which free enterprise
party they stood for.

Wallace is compared fa-

vorably with these men and is
given much credit for his will-

ingness to speak out on the
issues, regardless of the con-

sequences.
McDiarmid and Couvelier

are quick to point out, and

Car Insurance Cost Swings Young Burnaby Voters
By AL FORREST

Times Staff

Lorimer won Burnaby-Wil-lingdo- n

by 557 voes, Gor-
don Dowding held Burnaby-Edmond- s

by 952 and Eileen
Da illy won Burnaby-Nort- h by
2,185 votes. In each case it
was an NDP win over Social
Credit.

Says Lorimer: "It will be
quite close but my canvassers
tell me I will win again. If
this riding falls, a lot of them
will fall as well."

On Kingsway, in the centre
of the Burnaby-Willingdo- n rid-

ing, young John Bowack
works in a barber shop.

"I'm not a barber, I'm a
hair stylist." he says.

"Election issues? the
young people who come in
here are really interested in
the NDP plan for car insur-
ance is changing a lot of
votes.

was coming over to us be-

cause it would save him
maybe a couple of hundred
dollars a year," he said.

"That's not my idea of a
very committed voter."

He signed deeply. "It's a
long way from the class
struggle."

This is the area where fiery
socialist Ernie Winch used to
pile up huge majorities for
the CCF but now it is chang-

ing from a working class area
to the affluent home and
apartment bedroom for Van-

couver.
Social Credit comes closer

and closer every year as the
nature of the riding changes
and car insurance is the only
thing giving the NDP MLAs a
feeling of confidence.

In the 1969 election James

BURNABY Fear of a so-

cialist takeover has sprung up
among older voters here while
the younger ones say they are
more interested in the possi-

bility of low-co- st government
car insurance.

The car Insurance issue is
causing the main erosion of
Social Credit votes here, with
young people who pay 5300 or

for insurance switching
from Bennett to the NDP oi

the possibility that the rale
may be as low as $25 per
year.

An older NDP party worker
who described himself as one
of the few genuine socialist
left in the party, said he had
converted several young So-

cial Credit supporters on the
car insurance issue.

"One young man said he

"Why not? Some of them
are paying hundreds of dol-

lars for car insurance. It's too
much. Myself, I voted f or
Bennett last time but not this
time.

"I'm paying $750 a year for
insurance. I figure any party
that can get it for me for 525
can't be all bad."

Conversely, the car insur-
ance plank has almost no in-

terest for the older voter but
the fear of socialism does.

After Bennett made his
ringing declaration last Mon-

day night that the socialists
were at the gate and the NDP
was in bed with the commu-

nists, many committed Social

laugh off the premier's warn-

ing.
Burnaby-Willingdo- n is a

long north-sout- h riding to the
right of Boundary Road which
divides Vancouver and Bur-

naby. The northern section of
the riding is opposite Vanc-

ouver-East and is NDP terri-

tory.
The southern section

borders on Vancouver-Sout- h

and like that riding it leans to
Social Credit.

Kingsway runs through the
middle of the riding and it is
the area with the highest
number of new voters, mov-

ing to the high-rise- s w hich are
going up around the develop-
ing business centre.

Both the NDP and Social-Cred- it

canvassers claim to be
out in front among these new
voters. NDP candidate
Lorimer says that even with a
50-5- 0 sawoff he has enough
votes to hold the riding.

The only local issue is Oa-kal-

the provincial medium

security prison that takes up
200 acres in the centre of
Burnaby.

Lorimer says the provincial
government in 1960 promised
to move it out of Burnaby-withi- n

10 years and the dead-
line has come and gone.

He says Oakalla is hamper-
ing development in the core of
the municipality which is
nearing city status.

Former Burnaby alderman
Dave Mercier (prounced
mercy air), the Social Credit
candidate, says some of Oak-alla- 's

200 acres could be con-

verted to park but there is no
need to move it out of Burn-

aby.
Conservative Cal Davis, a

ironworker, said
he has heard a lot about the
Socialist threat from voters in
Burnaby but he counters it by
saying that the NDP will win
by default if Conservatives
fail to get a large represent-
ation in the house.

He argues: "When Bennett

retires, Sacial Credit will col-

lapse. We need a viable free
enterprise alternative or the
NDP will win by default.
Voters seem to be accepting
this argument but I am a bit
nervous. Everything is too
quiet to suit me.".

Meanwhile, the Liberal
campaign in this riding is lit-

erally coming unglued.
There are many signs urg-

ing supixrt for Bemice
McDonough, the Liberal can-
didate. But she isn't running.
Due to ill health she had to
step down and professional
engineer Don Jamieson was
nominated.

The name Don Jamieson
was pasted over the McDon-

ough signs but a rainstorm
knocked some of the Jamise-so- n

pastings off. In one area
checked, there were more
McDonough signs than Jamie-
son signs.

All in all it is not a good
sign for the Liberal campaign
in Burnaby-Willingdo- n.

Credit supporters were cau-
tions and even hostile about
discussing election issues.

Said one retired man: "The
election? No comment. I'm
undecided. Put me down as
undecided. Issues? The social-
ists. Keep the socialists out.
That's all. Otherwise, things
are fine."

An elderly woman said she
was too upset to talk about
the election.

When asked what the issues
were she said :

"Communism!"
She refused to elaborate

and, like many of the elderly
persons interviewed, said she
was afraid to give her name.

The interviews were con-

ducted on Wednesday, two
days after Premier Bennett's
speech on the socialist threat.

Younger voters seemed tolittle Old Ladies' at Polls

Keep Victoria Socreds Happy invitation from CJUI900 to
an

sonal visits or pamphlets
liy CLKMHNT C1IAITLK

Times Staff
stands to make gains.

lor to door canvassing Is
difficult in Victoria riding be-

cause about half or more of
the ieople live in apartment
buildings. Although a provin-
cial law authorizes political
canvassers to do their work in
apartments, none of the cam-

paigns here are using the
riejit to hull their way in.

It would hardly lie worth it,
says Ivx-rc- manager iSyron
l'.arkci The Socred campamn
liecan early in July, in the
belief an election was citnini:

Premier Bennett is fond of

saying that in iolitics as in

love, a little mystery is impor-
tant.

By that standard, one of his
most faithful constituencies
makes for an unexciting
mistress.

The two-se- riding of Vic-

toria is not only tedious in its
solid Social Credit support. It
Is painfully obvious (to Socred

opionentsi why that alle-

giance exists. A city full of
"little old ladies in tennis
shoes" is an exaggerated

hut a city with lar;e
numbers, of elderly citicn -

ml elderly voters is no ev
KKoratwn at all.

"Mr. Chant i mi. h a one
man," unys a Socred worker,
explaining liow the retiring
public works minister went
over so well In Victoria.

Nice Mr. Chant is 71 year
old. liennett's oldest MIJV and
a Dartirularly

y p u w v- - -

Dial 900-a- nd Phone 388-751- 1

the group most attracted to
that image.

In any case, he is far better
known by the public than the
Socred newcomer, Morrison,
whose hope is to inherit the
Socred seat by riding Die
Skillins t'ont-tnil- s and while
the memory of Chant is f re-l- i.

Anderson has made no spe-
cial attempt to run aiMint ei-

ther MoiTiMtri or Skillmcs. r
anyone cKe, except I'.rrineM.
His strategy seems to lie to
break the pattern nt voters
Who c!'c two r.illiiil ales
from the siime p.nty. It is a
chance to c"t elected without
'"i'i"nS 'l,r pot's.

Working A.iiiiM that for-

mat, however, is the prcM-m- t

6:30 P.M. to 12 MIDNIGHT

MONDAY, AUGUSt o...

"Why didn't he take Esqu-
imau," said a perplexed
Socred staff worker this week.
He judged Anderson's
i hances to oust Herb Hnu h

as excellent in an area that
has already approved Ander-
son at the olls in a federal
election.

That iuelin. if Anderson
should lose, will linger on, as
will the elderly people in Vic-

toria mime who are one of

the few really predictable vot-

ing Mocks in ll.C. politic.
I'mloubtcdly, the elderly

Victorians rc-ion- In l.ni;c
numbers directly to Premier
Pennett's tash incentive. The
incentives are particularly en-

ticing In this election. The
oner trnnt hit pone from

$17'j to jr.Tij for tliose over to
venrs of i:e and Itennelt bus

promised an increase In the
old nee supplement it
he n re-el-ei led. There are (ur-th- er

Komlie like the senior
'illens' nmrtesy turd and

rut-rat- e lin-- e lor
the eldeily.

C.iiiHilnin l iv ilioii M.ih' ti. s

show thiit Vn tni i.t is indeed
heavily ipulaled Willi old
folk. I'.y l.it iiMint. X! Kr
rent of the Imome tax lorro
I rum the illy rea reitr1ed
Mi4ranntiat4i, and 17.5 r
t ent rerled tei elv mij tld

K enHt or nuppleioent-ir-

The aveiace ft,;im
tor the prmtrwe vn I! and
I J rr tent.

1 it i!e iTn'-ne- r v v si tt

Aim. i mid many aiwirtment
dwellers were fitM reached
by phone. Some tit the riding's
,t:vas will have I wen hit A

total if four times before vot-

ing day Auu. Si. Tins is by far
the most intensive coverage.
It Is supplemented with :ar-de- n

parties, a favorite func-
tion l"r the elderly.

Tie Mil' claims t.t I com-pleli- ii

a second full canvass
brlnre voting tlay, which
make thai ii1y's ro.nl work
the eitmd HMt Inleiisive.
'I!.e l.tlwi.ils rtiv relvinc on
mail tliups bm have i'Hly
i nmplrled canvass. The

'("s, l.ite t oianie, iv.iv
, ..ver Sit r cent of t n.Pisi
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qulHm the
Nw ou ran

camlMatrH in 0 Kay. Vic-

toria. I,ninaU. and Saanich- -

Ihf-lstantl- 's.

ttl Candidates

Conference

of the Progressive Conserva-
tive ticket. I inth Saanuh Aid.
Pdith Cunning and city Aid.

Clyde Savnce fire names thst
have lieen around In print
kinder than Anderson's and
they alvi will lie attempting
In Inutiire the $.rrd it.ml.ic
SC.ll.

Observers in an out of tie
IV tamp pmhit tieUer
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