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PORTUGAL TENSE

Tension heightened in Portu-
gal between socialists and the
governing armed forces move-
ment, with both groups calling
emergency meetings. Page 2

THREE TRAPPED

Three Americans were trapped
inside an American aid com-
pound occupied by Laotian stu-
dents in Vientiane. Negotiations
were under way for their re-
lease. Page 2

ISRAEL VENTS FEARS

lsraeli newspapers said the
nation fears that Egypt plans to
move troops to the east bank of
the Suez prior to the canal’s sche-
duled reopening June 5, Page 3

U.S. OFFICERS KILLED

Iranian terrorists killed two
U.S. officers in Tehran Wednes-
day, claiming it was a reprisal for
government execution of nine
terrorists. Page 3

CANADA

EXPO MEAT TAINTED

The owner of a meat salvaging
firm testified in Montreal Wed-
nesday that he stockpiled 500,-
000 pounds of tainted meat in
1966 for resale at Expe ‘67.

Page 8

CIA CHARGE STUDIED

The government is investigat-
ing charges that two agents of
the CIA operated in Canada
without official permission.

Page 8

SIU INVESTIGATION

Labor Minister John Munro or-
dered a federal investigation of
the Seafarers’ International
Union. Page 8

BUSINESS

‘GUN TO OUR HEAD'

James Rhodes, chairman of
the B.C. Petroleum Corp, said
the natural gas industry is hold-
ing 2 gun to the head of his cor-
poration in an attempt to force
up prices. Page 20

PRICES STABLE

Prices of construction materials
have been remarkably stable over
the past nine months, according
to B.C. Construction Association
president Frank Reder. Page 21

SPORTS

THREE RECORDS

Scott Neilson of New West-
minster set three records at the
Vancouver and district high
scheol track and field meet at
Minoru Park. Page 16

AUSTRALIA WINS

The touring Australian cricket
team whipped B.C.'s select team
by 257 for six declared to 104.

Page 13

AROUND B.C.

LANDLORD SUED

Twelve former tenants of an
East Hastings apartment block
are suing the landlord for failure
to give adequate accommodation
by net providing maintenance
and repairs. Page 25

MEDIA RESPONSIBLE

Consumer Services Minister
Phyllis Young introduced legis-
lation Wednesday which would
make the media legally respon-
sible for some of the ads they
carry. Page 25

WEATHER

Sunny today with cloudy periods.
Rain on Friday. Details on Page
12.
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20 CENTS
price on

$20 an hour, up from ICBC’s $15.50

$trictly cash for body repairs

By BERTON WOODWARD

It will be strictly cash-and-carry —
at §0 an hour — for dented fenders
and bent bumpers at Lower Mainland
body shops starting today.

Shop owners Wednesday night voled to
charge that rate directly to customers
for the duration of the strike against
the Insurance Corporation of B.C., spurn-
ing an ICBC plan for motorists with in-
surance claims to pay the deductible and
let the garages settle with ICBC later

The move came at a meeting of the
body shop division of the Automotive Re-

Debate
deal

certain

By BARBARA McLINTOCK
Frovince Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA —A compromise on the con-
troversial question of time limits on de-
bate in the B.C, Legislature seemed al-
most certain Wednesday night.

Debate began Wednesday afternoon on a
molion outlining the compromise plan, and
although no vote had been taken by the
time the House adjourned for the day,
spokesman for all four parties said they
would support the plan.

The compromise would see the end to
the lengthy controversy which has several
times brought the House to chaos during
the last few weeks. It is based on a pro-
posal first made by Liberal leader David
Anderson and accepted by the government
and by Conservative leader Scott Wallace.

The Social Credit Official Opposition
Wednesday made some technical changes
to the proposal, and the government and
the other parties accepted those too, ap-
parently making the compromise accept-
able to all.

Under the plan, the House would sit for
two hours each morning to continue de-
bate of spending estimates, cut off about
two weeks ago at the end of the allotted
period of 135 hours. The 135-hour, 45-
sitting limit was forced by the government
through the House in 1974, bul this was the
first time it had been used.

The House would continue its regularly
scheduled afterncon and evening sittings
to debate proposed legislation.

The controversy came when debate was
stopped at the end of the 135 hours. The
opposition cried “Closure!” and stalled
the passing of the rest of the estimates,

Three opposition MLAs were thrown out
of the House for disobeying the rules dur-
ing the protest, and two of them — Socred
leader Bill Bennett and Don Phillips
(SC—South Peace River) — boycotted the
House for several days, afterwards, taking
the issue to the electorate through a series
of public meetings.

By the time Gordon Gibson (L—North
Vancouver-Capilano) was thrown out last
Thursday, only 12 estimates out of 225
representing $2.3 billion, had been passed,

In accepting the Socreds' technical
changes to the compromise plan —
changes that would give the opposition
slightly wider scope for debate during the
morning sitting — Premier Dave Barretl
noted that he does not helieve the public
has understood or been interested in the
1ssue.

However, he said it is important for the
functioning of the House and for the demo-
cratic system as a whole thal a reasonable
compromise be found.

“When rule breaks down here . . . then
cynicism sets in, and that isn't good for
the system,” Barrett added.

120,000 rallied
in Que. strike,
unionist claims

Canadian Press

MONTREAL — Labor leader Louis La-
berge described a one-day work stoppage
Wednesday in support of striking Pratt
and Whitney workers as “a fantastic suc-
cess” and said 120,000 workers across
Quebec took part.

However, his claim could not be con-
firmed by independent reports which sug-
gested the total may be lower.

“If the government doesn't take this as
a very, very serious warning, then they're
nuts,” Laberge, president of the 300,000-
member Quebec Federation of Labor
(QFL), told a news conference.

“It was the first true general work stop-
page that Quebec has ever known,” he
said. “These thousands of workers walked
off to tell the Quebee government to take
up its responsibility and put the aircraft
company in its place once and for all.”

The NFL staged the one-day work stop-
page to back demands that the Quebec
government put an end to the violence-
ridden strike al the plant. The labor group
wants the company to reinstate with full
seniority the estimated 1,000 strikers who
walked off the job 17 months ago.
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began to discuss their demands for a new
ICBC labor rate in the of recent
wage settlements with shop workers.

About 125 owners voted unanimously to
ignore the ICBC strike plan. There was
some dissension on the $4.50 increase to
$20 but a number of owners threatened to
close their shops if a new labor rate was
not forthcoming.

ICBC currenty pays body shops $15.50
an hour for labor on claims. Bob Mus-
sallem, chairman of the ARA body shop
division, said the corporation has offered a
new rate of $18.50, effective July 1.

The decision means customers will be
charged the full cost of repairs on an in-
surance claim, It will be up to them to
gel reimbursed by ICBC,

Under a scheme announced by ICBC
Tuesday, molorists with claims were to
gel estimates from two bedy shops, then
gel the work done at the lower-priced
shop. If there was no fault by the driver
in the accident, ICBC would refund the
deductible paid.

However, Mussallem said ICBC was ask-
ing the body shop owners to be strike-
breakers by making estimates that union
ICBC adjusters generally do.

“We don't want to get embroiled in a
labor dispute because after the sirike is
over, we have to work with the strikers,™
he said.

The owners also have no guarantee
ICBC would come through with the total
amount of the claim, Musallem told the
m :

He told The Province the best thing for
a driver with a claim to do would be to
authorize the body shop work, then go
to ICBC for a claim draft — tantamount
to a cheque — and pay the shop in cash
after cashing the draft at his bank.

Transport Minister Robert Strachan

said ICBC would pay body shops a month-
ly sum during the sirike equal to what
the shop received from the corporation the
previous month.

Mussallem said under the owners’ syvs-
tem, the payments could still be made
because ICBC owes most shops a consi-
derable amount for back claims. Any over-
ages could be deducted later.

A report to the association by a charter-
ed accountants firm said the owners need
a labor rate of $19.85 on June 1 or $20.20
July 1 to maintain the profit margin in
dollar terms of the first three months of
1975,

Drivers ‘let off’ during strike

—Ross Kenward photo

Former Liberal MLAs, from left, Allan Williams, Garde Gardom and Dr. Pat McGeer are now an independent group.

Defectors receive ovations

By FRED CURTIN

About 1,200 persons filled the auditori-
um, gymnasium and hallways of Prince of
Wales School Wednesday night to give for-
mer Liberal MLAs Patrick McGeer,
Garde Gardom and Allan Williams
standing ovations for their defections for
unity in B.C, politics.

MeGeer told 650 persons who had filled
the auditerium long before the start of the
meeting, that the new group is already the
fastest growing political party in B.C.

“We are an independent group, anyone
can join. There is only one rule. Never ac-
cept a dinner invitation to watch a hockey
gﬂme."

He was referring to a recent dinner held
in Victoria at the home of Social Credit
leader Bill Bennett when a unified front
against socialism was discussed.

McGeer also referred to statements by
Frank Hilliar, president of the Social
Credit Constituency Association in Point
Girey, that McGeer was on the way to be-
coming a Social Crediter.

“Independents are always being wooed.
I haven't ruled out any possibilities except
one, the NDP.

“T am against them because they are
diseriminatory. They asked me to resign
for leaving the party but never asked
Scott Wallace to do that (when he left So-
cial Credit to join the Conservatives).”

McGeer said the issue before him is
simple. Is the province to be governed by
dogmatic socialists or free enterprise?

“That is all that matters. It is far more
important than loyalty to any political
party. It makes polities irrelevant.”

McGeer said there are four parties in
B.C. but only two ideologies.

“'The socialist ideology is accepled by

only a minority. The problem with free en-
terprise parties is that they are defeating
the ideology they are pledged to support
by dividing the vote.

*“If 1 have a contribution to make it is to
solve this dilemma. Put B.C. first and
party politics second.”

McGeer said he is not interested in
starting another party and has no ambi-
tions for leadership.

“There is more to government than leg-

islation. Tasks of management, tasks of
using public money wisely and tasks of
building for the future.

“It is in these areas the NDP has failed
miserably.”

McGeer said the Insurance Corporation
of B.C. is now losing §250,000 a day, the
ferries, which were making money before
the NDP government, are now losing

See Page 10 — LIBERALS

Overflow crowd filled the schosl auditorium, gymnasium (above) and hallways.

By BERTON WOODWARD
and HARVEY SOUTHAM

B.C. motorists without valid driver cer-
tificates will not be prosecuted during the
duration of the strike against the Insur-
ance Corporation of B.C.

A telex to all RCMP detachments in the
province was sent Wednesday after RCMP
officials and R.G. Whitlock, acting super-
intendent of the Motor Vehicle Branch, de-
cided fo lift the normal 14-day period a
driver is given to produce a valid driver’s
certificate,

The strike by 1,800 members of the Of-
fice and Technical Employees Union,
Local 378, has blocked ICBC from issuing
driver's certificates and permits.

A Vancouver police spokesman said
city police have been instructed to follow a
similar procedure to the RCMP.

If a driver can produce a driver's certif-
icate with an expiry date within the strike
period, police will do nothing, he said
However, police will proceed as usual with
the 14-day warning if the driver cannot
produce any certificate.

The spokesman said there were no
charges laid during the initial confusion
about how to cope wilh newly expired cer-
tificates.

Driver’s cerlificates must be renewed on
the moforist’s birthday.

Failure to produce a valid certificate
can result in a driving-without-insurance
charge with a minimum $250 fine.

Whitlock said about 25,000 drivers per
week will need their driver's certificates
renewed. There are 1.5 million licensed
drivers in the province,

Whitlock said a review of the driver's
certificate situation is going on “from the
minister (Transport Minister Robert Stra.
chan) on down.”

“Legal aspects of non-issuance of licen
ces and permits” are being examined, he
said. He could not say when the review
would be complete.

Whitlock said the motor vehicle branch
stopped issuing permits and driver certifi-
cates, along with auto instirance, because
branch offices have been open to second-
ary picketing,

The branch preferred to continue provid-
ing its non-insurance services rather than

have all services cut off by pickets, he
said.

In Victoria Wednesday, Strachan said
the decision to suspend prosecution of
those drivers without certificates was
made after discusssions belween Whitlock
and the RCMP. He said he wag nol in-
volved in the decision.

The issue was first raised in the legisla-
ture by Alex Fraser (SC-Cariboo), who
said he learned of the RCMP directive
from a government agent in Quesnel.

At first, Strachan told the House he had
no knowledge of such an order and that he
hadn’t issued one.

“I have neither given nor asked for any
such instructions,”” he said. He later
amended his remarks after conferring
with Whitlock,

The ICBC strike occupied the majority

See Page 10 — DRIVERS

Port report leaked

A leaked report to the federal cabinet
says increased autonomy for local porls
and a new national port authority to
oversee federal interests in Canadian
harbors should form the keystone of anyv
new ports structure. For details see Page
8.

Nass Indians to close CanCel logging roads

By JAMES SPEARS

Indians of the Nass Valley, north of
Terrace, plan to shut down an estimated
80 per cent of the logging operations of Ca-
nadian Cellulose Co. Ltd. (CanCel) — and
il’s all perfectly legal.

The Nishga Tribal Council, representing
four Indian bands in the valley that hold
road rights-of-way leased (o' CanCel, in-
formed the company Wednesday the roads
would be closed to commercial traffic.

The Indians have been planning the ac-
tion seriously for months, and planning it
quietly for over two years. For mare than
two years the Nishga Indians have been

@

refusing to renew Lhe road permits and
CanCel, 78-per-ceni owned by the provin-
cial government, has been sweating it out.

Chief Bill McKay of the Greenville Indi-
an band, one of the four bands, said
Wednesday the road closure will be for
one week starting June 1, but that further
closures were possible, “What happens
after June 7 will be entirely up to the pro-
vincial government,” said McKay.

He said the closure is aimed at the pro-
vincial government, which has refused to
negotiate wilh the Nishgas over 4,000
square miles in the Nass Valley claimed
by the Indians. The Indians won a moral
victory on the claim two years ago when

-
\

the Supreme Court of Canada handed
down a split decision, The federal govern-
ment then conceded the Nishgas had a
land claim.

But it Is the provincial government that
owns the land and has refused to negoti-
ate, sald McKay. “They are trying fo cre-
ate a backlash against the Indian people,
but the people in the northwest of B.C.
know our position and support us."

He sald the road closure, with an infor-
mational road blockade at Mile 38 of the
Terrace-Nass highway, will affect only
commercial traffic and that the public is
free to use Indian land.

In Vancouver, Nishga Tribal Council

»

lawyer Don Rosenbloom Wednesday in-
formed CanCel, the International Wood-
workers of America, Human Resources
Minister Norm Levi and Resources Minis-
ter Bob Williams of the intended closure.
CanCel employs an estimated 3,000 peo-
ple in logging, pulp and sawmill opera-
tions near Terrace and Prince Ruperl. A
CanCe! spokesman said that although in
ventories of logs and pulp were fairly high
because of a weak markel, “there's no
question there will be an impact on our
operations.”
Nass River

operations are

logging
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